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Cariboo Regional District 
Suite D, 180 North 3rd Avenue, Williams Lake, BC V2G 2A4 

Telephone: (250)392-3351, Toll Free: 1-800-665-1636 
Fax: (250)392-2812, Email: zoning@cariboord.ca 

Website: cariboord.ca 
 

 
TEMPORARY USE PERMITS – RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

Development Services Guide 

 
*An application is a process of evaluation and does not automatically ensure approval of your 
proposal.* 
 
What is a Temporary Use Permit (TUP)? 
 
The purpose of Temporary Use Permits is to allow a response from local government to special 
temporary land uses. The permit takes precedence over uses allowed in a zoning bylaw or a rural land 
use bylaw and can apply to any temporary use, such as gravel extraction. Conditions can be placed 
prior to approval or after completion of use. For example, returning the property to the original state. 
Bonds or Letters of Irrevocable Credit may be held by the CRD to ensure that the conditions agreed 
upon are completed.   
 
The use of Recreational Vehicles (RV’s) on vacant residential property is not permitted in the Cariboo 
Regional District unless you have a valid building permit to construct a dwelling. The Cariboo Regional 
District recognizes that there is a demand to use RV’s on vacant properties for recreational purposes of 
a non-commercial nature. This use may be acceptable in some neighborhoods depending on the 
character of the neighborhood.  It is also recognized that the character of a neighborhood may change 
over time with more investment in the built up area. The temporary aspect of a TUP will provide an 
opportunity to allow this use when acceptable for durations of time. Therefore, the Cariboo Regional 
District will entertain applications for Temporary Use Permits for RV’s of a non-commercial nature 
based on a number of criteria listed at the end of this guidance document.   
 
Who can apply for TUP? 
 
A property owner(s) or agent having written authorization from the property owner(s) may submit an 
application. 
 
A TUP may be considered on most properties within the CRD. However, the issuance of a TUP is 
restricted in some Official Community Plan Areas, which include: 

 Interlakes Area Official Community Plan (OCP): TUPs are only allowed on properties 

designated as Rural Residential 1, Rural Residential 2, Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural, and 

Resource Areas.   

 Williams Lake Fringe Area OCP: TUPs are only allowed on properties designated as 

Agriculture, Resource, Rural Residential 1, Rural Residential 2, Commercial and Industrial.   

 All other OCPs allow for the issuance of TUP in all land use designations.  

You can determine this information by using the online mapping tool or contacting Planning Staff to 
determine if your property is located within these areas or is within a Rural Land Use Bylaw.  Enquiries 
of this nature can be sent in writing to zoning@cariboord.ca. 

mailto:zoning@cariboord.ca
http://www.cariboord.bc.ca/
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Where is an application obtained and submitted? 
 
An application package can be obtained from Planning Services, the CRD website www.cariboord.ca, 
and must be submitted to the CRD along with all applicable fees and information for processing.  
 
How long will an application take? 
 
An application can take approximately 5 to 8 months to complete; however, processing times may vary. 
Approval time may be affected by application completeness, accuracy and compliance with other 
referral agency or regulatory requirements.  
 
How long is a TUP valid? 
 
A TUP can be issued for up to 3 years. You may apply to have the permit renewed for one additional 
term of up to three years. 

 
What happens to your application? 
 
The processing of a TUP Application varies depending on whether or not the property is located within 
an Official Community Plan (OCP) or is located outside of an OCP and/or within a Rural Land Use 
Bylaw.  Both situations are summarized below:  
 
 
Application Process: 

A) For a Temporary Use Permit (TUP) within an OCP or Rural Land Use Bylaw 
  

1. Pre-Application Meeting: 
You are encouraged to meet with Planning Services staff in advance of submitting your 
application to discuss the feasibility of your proposal and to review what applications 
may be required. 

Phone:   250-392-3351 
Toll Free (in BC) 1-800-665-1636 
Fax:   250-392-2812 
Email:   zoning@cariboord.ca  
 

2. Submit Application: 
Complete and submit the TUP Application Form including required documents, plans 
and all applicable fees to the CRD. 
 

3. Application Review Referral: 
Planning Services will review and refer your TUP application to the Advisory Planning 
Commission (APC) for your area and applicable government and non-government 
agencies. 
 

4. Regional Board resolution: 
Your application along with a report from the planning staff that has evaluated your 
application against the current policies and bylaws of the CRD will be forwarded to the 

http://www.cariboord.ca/
mailto:zoning@cariboord.bc.ca
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CRD Board of Directors for consideration of approval in principle (with or without 
additional conditions).  
 

5. Notice of Development Sign: 
You will be required to post a notification sign on the property. Planning Services will 
provide written instruction detailing what information must be included, when the sign 
must be posted and requirements related to verification of sign posting. 
 

6. Public notice: 
If authorized, a Notice of TUP will be advertised in the newspaper and sent to property 
owners/occupiers within 100 metres of the subject property.  
 

7. Public meeting: 
The board may wish to proceed with a public meeting and post a notice of public 
meeting. A public meeting is held at the discretion of the regional board to inform the 
public of the proposed TUP.  
 

8. Regional board resolution: 
Upon receipt of comments resulting from the public notice and/or the public meeting, 
the regional board may/may not approve the TUP (with or without additional conditions) 
for a certain period (not to exceed three years). 
 

9. TUP Registration: 
If your application is approved, the TUP will be registered against the title on your 
property in the Land Titles Office. You will receive written notification of the Board of 
Directors’ decision and confirmation of TUP registration. After TUP registration, you 
may proceed with the next step of your development.  

 

B) TUP by Bylaw (outside an OCP or Rural Land Use Bylaw) –.  This situation requires a TUP 
to be issued through the creation of a bylaw and so follows the same process as shown in the 
Zoning & Official Community Plan Amendments Development Services Guide.  Please see 
Planning Staff for details 
 

 
Please Note: 
Your application will be processed in accordance with Cariboo Regional District Development 
Procedures, Guidelines & Fees Bylaw which includes a detailed fee and fee refund schedule. 
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TUP for Recreation Vehicles (RVs) 
 
The following criterion will be used to evaluate an application: 
 

1. Non-commercial recreational use for a maximum two (2) RV(s) from May through 
September annually.   

2. Non-commercial winter storage for a maximum of two (2) RV(s) from October 
through April annually.   

3. The RV and any associated detached improvements will not be located within a 
Development Permit Area for aquatic or riparian protection or within 15 m of the 
natural boundary of a lake and 30 m (98.4 ft) from the natural boundary of a 
watercourse; whichever is greater.   

4. Beyond what is permitted by zoning, all associated structures must be temporary in 
nature, or a minimum $2,000 bond or letter of credit must be submitted and held by 
the Cariboo Regional District to remove the structures.  In all cases the applicants 
must agree to remove the structures, prior to the expiry of the Temporary Use 
Permit.   

5. The applicant must comply with the Cariboo Regional District Building Bylaw for all 
associated structures.  All structures must be detached from the RV and not exceed 
55 sq. m (592 sq. ft). 

6. All personal vehicles used by the applicant and guests must be accommodated with 
off-street parking to a maximum of four (4) vehicles. 

7. Other conditions may be imposed on a site specific basis.   
8. The Board will consider if the application is in keeping with the character of the 

neighbourhood.  
9. The Board may require the applicant to host a public information meeting to gather 

more information regarding the character of the neighbourhood and general 
acceptance in the community. 

10. The Temporary Use Permit may be revoked if any of the conditions have not been 
adhered to. 

 
 

 
  

  


