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Territorial Acknowledgement

I wish to acknowledge the indigenous people on whose ancestral lands we are meeting 
today, including the ?Esdilagh First Nation, Xatsull First Nation and the Williams Lake 
First Nation. It is my privilege to be here on this land with you today.



Presenter

Emily Colombo
Regional Manager, Regional Economic Operations Branch



Regional Economic Operations (REO) 

REO staff are in every region of the 
province to support:

 EcDev planning
 Business retention and expansion
 Investment readiness
 Sector development
 Communities in transition 
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BC’s Future Ready Action Plan – Released 
May 2!
• Government’s projections of pressing labour needs:

• 1 Million new job openings by 2030
• 20,000 new job openings for Cariboo Economic Region by 2030

Future Ready Action Plan Includes:
• $480 Million for implementation over 3 years
• Strong focus on micro-credentialling – “Stronger BC Skills Grant” provides up 

to $3500 per person available for short-term post-secondary programs, 
supporting over 8,500 over the next 3 years

• Rapid response training – to meet pressing labour demands
• Increasing seats for Early Childhood Educators and increasing health care 

training by $150 Million



Community Information Tool



Community Information Tool
Source: communityinformationtool.gov.bc.ca



Connectivity Information
Source: communityinformationtool.gov.bc.ca



Housing and Building Permits

Source: communityinformationtool.gov.bc.ca



Our current labour demographics (CRD)

Source: communityinformationtool.gov.bc.ca



Labour Force by Industry

Source: communityinformationtool.gov.bc.ca



Industry Type by Business Count

Source: communityinformationtool.gov.bc.ca



Businesses in Resource Sectors

Source: communityinformationtool.gov.bc.ca



Increasing Mine Development

• Major mines in development/re-start/expansion –
• Mount Polley

• Blackwater Gold 

• Cariboo Gold 

= Potentially 1100 new construction jobs/ 1207 new mining jobs over next 2-5 
years)



Forest Sector Disruption

• Community Transition Coordination Services offered by Regional 
Economic Operations Branch

• Tolko lay-offs (Williams Lake)

• Other short-term curtailments this year to-date due to market 
conditions and fibre supply.

• Trickle-down impacts for small scale manufacturers, those that rely 
on purchased volume, and secondary fibre users.



How do we navigate these pressures?

• Helping employers with employee attraction and retention (some 
notable collaborations in the region!)

• Diversifying our local economies – we have grants for that!

• Long-term economic vision and economic development planning for 
communities and the region

• Attracting targeted investment that build from our local and regional 
strengths



Provincial Tools - Sector and Economic 
‘Re-tooling’ Supports



Provincial Tools - Skills Training/ Retraining



THANK YOU!
Email:     Emily.colombo@gov.bc.ca

Websites:  

communityinformationtool.gov.bc.ca

forestryworkersupport.gov.bc.ca

Strongerbc.gov.bc.ca


