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January 26, 2024

Premier Eby Honourable Bowinn Ma
Province of BC Ministry of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness
premier@gov.bc.ca Via email: EMCR.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Dear Premier Eby and Minister Ma,
Re: Emergency and Disaster Management Act (EDMA)

At the December 14, 2023, meeting of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako (RDBN) the following
resolution was passed:

“That the Board submit a letter to the Premier and Minister of Emergency Management
& Climate Readiness requesting the creation of a regional district working group to
codevelop regulations under the Emergency & Disaster Management Act as they pertain to
regional districts.

Further that the Board call on the Province to provide a “What We Heard Report”
following consultation on the Regulation Discussion Papers to demonstrate that the
Province is hearing the concerns of regional districts.”

During the meeting there were several concerns brought forward from the Board and staff such as:

Increased capacity required regarding consultation and collaboration with First Nations.
Expectations regarding preparedness and response on crown lands.

The new requirements to extend State of Local Emergency Powers.

Local community groups staying and defending and how that may be considered contravening
EDMA.

Concerns with adequately staffing the emergency management programs to meet the new
requirements of EDMA without sustained funding.

Creating an Indigenous Governing Body working group to work with the Province and regional
districts on the co-development of the regulations and policies.
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The 2023 wildfire season was the worst wildfire season in B.C.'s history, and the impacts to the
forests and residents of the RDBN were devastating. Many lessons were learned while living through
these wildfires.

The creation of a regional district working group, inclusive of elected officials and staff who
experienced the 2023 wildfires, would ensure an active voice providing input into regulations and
policy development. The findings of the Premier’s Expert Task Force on Emergencies will be
essential in this process.

The RDBN worked closely with First Nations during the 2023 wildfires and we want to continue
building these relationships. Providing regional districts and First Nations an opportunity to
collectively work through and provide input into the development of the regulations would assist in
enhancing relationships with First Nations in the region while working in partnership for the benefit
of our communities.
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Attached for your reference and further concerns is the RDBN staff report to the Board.

The RDBN has submitted comments on the questions presented by Emergency Management &
Climate Readiness regarding the proposed regulations to modernizeEM®@gov.bc.ca, however, this
consultation is inadequate to address the many concerns.

The RDBN looks forward to continuing to work together to improve public safety and the emergency
management work that becomes more critical each year.

Sincerely,

Mark Parker
Chair

CG; Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy and
Minister responsible for TransLink, Acting Minister responsible for Emergency Management
and Climate Readiness
Nathan Cullen, Member of the Legislative Assembly of B.C. (Stikine)

John Rustad, Member of the Legislative Assembly of B.C. (Nechako Lakes)

Kevin Falcon, Member of the Legislative Assembly of B.C. (Leader of the Opposition)
Taylor Bachrach, Member of Parliament (Skeena-Bulkley Valley)

Todd Doherty, Member of Parliament (Cariboo-Prince George)

Union of B.C. Municipalities

North Central Local Government Association

All Regional District Boards

Attachments:
1. Staff report to RDBN Board December 14, 2023 re: Royal Assent given to the Emergency and

Disaster Management Act.
2. Summary of RDBN Evacuation Alerts and Orders 2023



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
Board of Directors

To: Chair and Board

From: Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of Protective Services
Christopher Walker, Emergency Program Coordinator

Date: December 14, 2023
Subject: Royal Assent given to the Emergency and Disaster Management Act
RECOMMENDATION: (all/directors/majority)

That the Board submit a letter to the Premier and Minister of Emergency Management &
Climate Readiness requesting the creation of a regional district working group to co-
develop regulations under the Emergency & Disaster Management Act as they pertain to
regional districts.

Further that the Board call on the Province to provide a “What We Heard Report” following
consultation on the Regulation Discussion Papers to demonstrate that the Province is
hearing the concerns of regional districts.

BACKGROUND

In 2015 the Provincial Government of the day started a review of the Emergency Program Act
(EPA). On November 8, 2023, the Emergency and Disaster Management Act (EDMA) received
Royal Assent.

EDMA repealed the EPA. The purposes of EDMA are to:

» Account for all four phases of emergency management, which include mitigation,
preparation, response, and recovery.

» Streamline and clarify the powers and duties of the minister, provincial emergency
management organization, ministries, public sector agencies and local authorities.

» Facilitate agreements, consultation, and cooperation with Indigenous peoples with
respect to emergency management.

» Clarify the roles of critical infrastructure owners.

» Incorporate into legislation lessons learned in recent years in responding to floods,
wildfires, and the COVID-19 pandemic.

» Modernize and improve consistency of language in the legislation.

EDMA will come into force once regulations have been finalized. There will be a piecemeal
approach to the development of regulations, including opportunities for local authorities to
provide feedback. The two regulations that are currently presented for feedback and
comments are provided under a separate report for the Boards' consideration.




































Emergency Program Act Emergency And Disaster Management Act
(EPA) (EDMA)

for, establishing, or defining classes of
persons, places, or things, modifying a
requirement under EDMA or setting
terms and conditions on an exemption
or modification under EDMA.

Part 11 - Review Of Act

» There was no review requirement » EDMA be reviewed within five years of
under the EPA. receiving Royal Assent.

Part 12 - TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

The terms of the EPA will continue in force until regulations have been developed, which will
then bring the sections of EDMA that are being addressed by the regulation into force.

ATTACHMENTS:

» 2016-01-10 Report to the Board re: Emergency Management BC Discussion Paper -
Legislative Changes

» 2016-01-28 Letter from the Board to Minister of State re: Emergency Program Act Proposed

Changes

UBCM 2016 Report to Emergency Management BC

» 2020-01-23 Letter from the Board to Minister re: Modernizing BC's Emergency
Management Legislation.

» 2020-02-18 UBCM Overview of Local Government Feedback re: EPA Modernization

Y




Number of Days

Under Evacuation Alert or Evacuation Order

Albert Lake (G51411)

Andrews Bay (R21673)

Big Creek (G60666)

Bivouac Creek (G52955)

Finger Lake (G41195)

Gatcho Lake (G41158)

Heading Creek FSR (R21250)
John Brown Creek (R31512)
Justine Lake (G41588)

Klawi Lake (G50872)

Lucas Lake Wildfire (G41380) (G41502)
Nechako Southeast Area Fires
Nilkitkwa (R31465)

Noonlang Lake (G51344)
Parrot Lookout (R21234)
Peacock Creek (R21178)

Pinkut Lake/Creek (R11428) (R11274) (R11277)
Powers Creek (R31228)

Tatin Lake (G41208)

Tatuk Lake (G41307)
Tekaiziyis Ridge (R21377)
Tintagel (R11244 & R11247)
Tsah Creek (G41149)

Wells Creek (R11387)

West Creek (G51474)
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The RDBN EOC responded to 25 fires with
Evacuation Orders and/or Evacuation
Alerts. The EOC was activated for 113 days
from June 27t until October 17t.

The RDBN EOC partnered
with nine First Nations,
one Local Authority, and
two Provincial Agencies
on the Evacuation Orders
and Evacuation Alerts
during the response.

Partnerson Evacuation Alerts & Evacuation Orders
During the 2023 Wildfire Events

BC Parks

Cheslatta Carrier Nation
Fraser Lake

Lake Babine Nation
Nazko First Nation
Recreation & Trails BC
Regional District of Fraser Fort George
Saik'uz First Nation

Skin Tyee Nation

Takla Nation

Tl'azt'en Nation

Wet'suwet'en First Nation
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