
 

 
 

 
Planning Application Information Package 

 
Application Type: Agricultural Land Reserve 
File Number: 3015-20/F20240013 
ALR Application Type: Soil or Fill Use 20.3(5) 
Electoral Area: F 
Date of Referral:  April 3, 2024  
Date of Application: March 18, 2024 
 
Property Owner’s Name(s): Crown Provincial 

Dana L Ball (Licensee) 
 

 
Applicant’s Name: 
 

 
Lake Excavating Ltd. (Agent:  Joe Hooker) 
 
  

SECTION 1: Property Summary 

Legal Description(s): Block B, SW 1/4 of DL 8887, Cariboo District 
 
Property Size(s): 3.65 ha. (9.02 ac.) 
 
Area of Application: 3.65 ha. (9.02 ac.) 
 
Location: Lund Road 
 
Current Designation: Min. Lot Size Permitted: 
Gravel Reserve n/a 

 
 

Current Zoning: Min. Lot Size Permitted: 
Resource/ Agricultural (RA 1) 32 ha. (79.07 ac.) 

 
 
 

Proposal: To continue use of land for gravel extraction. A previous application was made (3015-
20/20210058) for the same proposed extraction however one condition of the ALC's approval 
was that only the applicant may carry out the extraction. The ALC requires the new owner to be 
approved for the same use. 
 
 

Existing Buildings: None 
 
Proposed Buildings: none. 



 
Road Name:  Lund Road 
Road Type: Gravel/Dirt Road 
Within the influence of a Controlled Access Highway: N/A  
Services Available: none 
 
Within the confines of the Agricultural Land Reserve: Yes - fully within 
 
Required to comply with the Shoreland Management Policy:  N/A 
Name of Lake/Contributing River: unnamed creek 
Lake Classification: High 
 
Within Development Permit Area: Yes 
Development Permit Area Name: Aquatic Habitat Development Permit Area 
 
Adjoining Properties: (Source: B.C.A.A.) 
 

 Land Use: Lot Sizes: 

(a) North Crown Land       N/A 
 

(b) South Crown Land       N/A 
 

(c) East 061 2 Acres Or More       62.87 ha (155.27 ac.) 
 

(d) West 437 Oil & Gas Pumping and Compressor 
Stations       

16.18 ha (40 ac.) 
 

 
Agricultural Capability Classification:  

Canada Land Inventory: Class 1 = Best, Class 7 = Worst 

 
% of parcel Unimproved rating Improved rating 

100% 

 

 

50% Class 4- Stoniness 
30% Class 5- Topography and 

Stoniness 
20% Class 6- Topography and 

Stoniness 
 
 

40% Class 3- Cumulative minor adverse 
characteristics 

40% Class 4- Stoniness 
20% Class 6- Topography and Stoniness 

 
 
 

 
 



The agricultural capability classifications of the property are Class 4, Class 5, and Class 6. The 
limiting factors are noted as stoniness and topography. 

Land in Class 4 has limitations which make it suitable for only a few crops, or the yield for a wide 
range of crops is low, or the risk of crop failure is high, or soil conditions are such that special 
development and management practices are required. The limitations may seriously affect one 
or more of the following practices: timing and ease of tillage, planting and harvesting, and 
methods of soil conservation. 
 
Land in Class 5 is generally limited to the production of perennial crops or other specially adapted 
crops. Productivity of these suited crops may be high. Class 5 lands can be cultivated and some 
may be used for cultivated field crops provided unusually intensive management is employed 
and/or the crop is particularly adapted to the conditions peculiar to these lands. Cultivated field 
crops may be grown on some Class 5 land where adverse climate is the main limitation, but crop 
failure can be expected under average conditions. Note that in areas which are climatically 
suitable for growing tree fruits and grapes the limitations of stoniness and/or topography on 
some Class 5 lands are not significant limitations to these crops. 
 
Land in Class 6 provides sustained natural grazing for domestic livestock and is not arable in its 
present condition. Land is placed in this class because of severe climate, or the terrain is 
unsuitable for cultivation or use of farm machinery, or the soils do not respond to intensive 
improvement practises. Some unimproved Class 6 lands can be improved by draining and/or 
diking. 
 
The improved ratings for the property are Class 3, Class 4, and Class 6. Class 3 limitations are 
more severe than for Class 2 land and management practises are more difficult to apply and 
maintain. The limitations may restrict the choice of suitable crops or affect one or more of the 
following practises: timing and ease of tillage, planting and harvesting, and methods of soil 
conservation. 

***note: the information above is an interpretation of the British Columbia Soil Information 
Finder Tool – B.C. Agricultural Capability Map.  An on-site visit of the property has not been 

conducted.*** 
 
 

 

 



PLANNING COMMENTS 

Background: 
 
The application is to allow for continued gravel extraction within the Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR). The property is 3.65 ha. (9.02 ac.). The site of the proposal is surveyed crown land that has 
been granted to the applicant with a lease. 

The subject property is zoned Rural 2 (RR 2) in the Williams Lake Fringe and 150 Mile House Area 
Zoning Bylaw No. 3502, 1999. This zone permits the extraction of natural resources, including 
aggregates and gravel. The site has been leased as a gravel extraction location since around 1980. 
Continued operations require an Agricultural Land Commission application in accordance with 
the Agricultural Land Commission Act and Agricultural Land Commission Regulations.  
 
A previous application (3015-20/F20210058) to the ALC was made for this lot for the same 
proposed use however one of the conditions imposed by the ALC was that extraction was only 
to take place by the applicant. The applicant from the 2021 application intends to transfer the 
extraction operation to Lake Excavating which requires this new application.  

Two other extraction applications have been filed with the Agricultural Land Commission. The 
first application was completed at the start of the extraction in 1980 under file SCA-D-80-10849. 
The second application was approved in 2010 under ALC File #38908.  
 

Location and Surrounding:  
 
The subject property is located outside of Williams Lake, north of the Williams Lake Airport. 
Access to the site is off Lund and Westcoast roads in Wildwood. The property is bisected by the 
access to Lund Road which runs through the gravel pit and provides access to properties beyond 
the site. 

CRD Regulations and Policies: 
 
Williams Lake Fringe and 150 Mile House Zoning Bylaw No. 3502, 1999 
 
5.19    RURAL 2 (RR 2) ZONE  
 
5.19.1 USES PERMITTED 
 
 (b) NON-RESIDENTIAL USES: 
 
  xviii) extraction of raw materials from the land, including crushing and screening 
   activities, but excluding any further processing activities; 



Rationale for Recommendations: 
 
Planning staff are supportive of the proposed ALR extraction application. This operation takes 
place on a property zoned Rural 2 (RR 2) in the Williams Lake Fringe and 150 Mile House Area 
Zoning Bylaw No. 3502, 1999 which permits for the extraction of natural resources.  
 

The Electoral Area ‘F’ Advisory Planning Commission (APC) has provided multiple reasons for 
their support of the application.  The property has been a gravel pit for decades and this 
application will support the change in tenure from the Ball’s to Lake Excavating. The reclamation 
plan seems adequate. The soil conditions described indicated the very marginal agricultural 
potential. The gravel extraction will not negatively impact the agricultural potential and may 
improve the potential. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food provided comments stating the subject area has been a 
gravel operation for many years and reclamation activities will benefit future agricultural 
activities. The Ministry notes that the reclamation activities described offer limited detail and 
should follow ALC Policy P-13 for best management practices. 

It is also noted by the ministry that gravel operations offer ideal conditions for invasive plants 
and the application is limited in describing how this will be undertaken. 

The Ministry also notes that gravel operations are important for most farm operations. 

Recommendation: 
 

That the Provincial Agricultural Land Commission application for subdivision pertaining to Block 
B, SW 1/4 of DL 8887, Cariboo District be authorized for submission to the Provincial Agricultural 
Land Commission with a recommendation for approval. 

 

REFERRAL COMMENTS 

Advisory Planning Commission:  April 17, 2024   
See attached. 
 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food:  April 23, 2024 
See attached. 
 

 



ATTACHMENTS 

Appendix A:  Application 
Appendix B: General Map 
Appendix C:  Specific Map 
Appendix D:  Orthographic Map 
Other:  Advisory Planning Comments 
  Ministry of Agriculture and Food Comments 
 

 
 



















































	
	

	
	
	
	

Planning	Application	Advisory	Planning	Commission	Comment	Form	
	
Date	of	Mee)ng:	 April	17,	2024	3	PM	
Loca%on	of	Mee%ng:	 CRD	Board	Room,	Williams	Lake	
	 	
File	Number:	 3015-20/F20240013	
Applica'on	Type:	 Soil	or	Fill	Use	
Electoral	Area:	 F	
		Legal	Descrip+on:		 Block	B,	SW	¼	of	DL8887,	Cariboo	District	
		Property	Loca,on:	 Lund	Road	
	

ATTENDANCE	

	

Present:	 	 	
Chair:	 Douglas	Wa*	 	
Members:	 Ross	McCoubrey,	 John	Hoyrup	

	 Bee	Hooker	 Carla	Krogan	

	 Jack	Darney	(phone)	 Dianna	MacQueen	(phone)	

	 	 	

	 	 	
Recording	Secretary:	 Douglas	Wa*	 	
Owners/Agent:	 Lake	Excava*ng–Ryley	Seibert	 Eric	Gunderson	(phone)	
Contacted	but	
declined	to	a+end	

	 	

	 	 	
Absent:	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
Also	Present:	 	 	
Electoral	Area	Director:	 Maureen	Lebourdais	 	
Staff	Support:	 X	 	
	 	 	
	



RESOLUTION	

THAT	applica*on	with	File	Number	__3015-20/F20240013______	be		SUPPORTED	/		REJECTED		
for	the	following	reasons:	

1) The	property	has	been	operated	as	a	gravel	pit	for	decades,	and	this	applica6on	
supports	a	change	in	tenure	of	the	gravel	extrac"on	opera"on	from	Ball	to	Lake	
Excava&ng.	The	APC	sees	no	areas	for	concern	with	con3nuing	the	opera3on,	and	the	
reclama'on	plans	appear	adequate	for	the	land	condi'ons.	

	
	
	
	

2) The	described	ALR	soil	condi1ons	indicate	that	the	land	has	very	marginal	agricultural	
poten&al,	with	no	known	agricultural	ac.vity.	The	gravel	extrac.on	will	not	affect	the	
agricultural	poten.al,	and	in	fact	it	may	improve	once	reclama.on	is	complete	post-
extrac'on.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
For:	 6	 Against:	 0	

	 CARRIED/DEFEATED	
	

	
Termina(on:		
That	the	mee(ng	terminate.	
Moved:	Ross	
Seconded:		John	
																																										

	 	 CARRIED	
Time:	 3:15	PM	
	
	

		 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	
		 	 ______________________________	

Recording	Secretary	 	 	 	 	 Chair	
	



 

 

 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
 

Science, Policy and Inspection Division 
Corporate Policy and Priorities Branch 

5th Floor - 545 Superior Street 
Victoria, BC  V8V 1T7 
 

  PO Box 9120 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC V8W 9B4 

 

April 23, 2024 
 
Local government file: 3015-20/F20240013 
ALC ID: 68495 
 
Leasa Williamson, Development Services Clerk 
Cariboo Regional District 
VIA EMAIL: planning@cariboord.ca  
 
Re: ALC Non-Farm Use (Removal of Soil) referral – Lund Road, Crown land – gravel 
operation 
 
Dear Leasa Williamson, 
 
Thank you for providing Ministry of Agriculture and Food (Ministry) staff with the 
opportunity to comment on a proposed Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) application, 
to continue operating a gravel operation with a new applicant, within a 3.647-hectare area 
of Crown land located north-east of Williams Lake and in the Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR). Ministry staff offer the following comments: 
 

• As stated within the application, the subject area has been a gravel operation for 
many years and no agricultural activity currently takes place on the site. A previous 
ALC decision (ALC ID: 38908) provided approval for this activity on the condition a 
new owner would require further approval. 

 
• The application notes a number of activities are broadly expressed that will benefit 

future agricultural production, including that “progressive reclamation of the 
portion south of the road will be carried out in the first 5-year phase”, the “land will 
be back-sloped and seeded to local MOF/CRD pasture mix”, and that the “reclaimed 
site will favor pasture access and range re-vegetation”. 
 

• Ministry staff note however that the provided Submission (Lake Excavating Ltd., 
October 30, 2023), offers a limited level of detail concerning reclamation. While the 
submission states that “the proposed development will focus on improving range 
values through seeding, mulch amendments and back-sloping, it does not provide 
additional information such as methods to ensure seeding becomes established, 
given seeding is only good if it takes. The Regional District may want to review ALC 

mailto:planning@cariboord.ca
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/assets/alc/assets/legislation-and-regulation/policies/alc_-_policy_p-13_reclamation_plans_for_aggregate_extraction.pdf
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Policy P-13 (Reclamation Plans for Aggregate Extraction) (adopted April 2021 and 
including Appendix A ‘Best Management Practices for Aggregate Extraction 
Activities Occurring in the Agricultural Land Reserve’) with the applicant to 
determine their intentions in more detail. 

 
• Specifically, while the application states that “invasive weed monitoring and control 

as required” will be undertaken, the provided Submission is limited in describing its 
activities. Weeds can greatly reduce the productivity of agricultural areas and under 
the provincial Weed Control Act the land occupier has a legal obligation to control 
noxious weeds on the site. Gravel operations are continually disturbed sites, 
perfect for the establishment of invasive plants.  
 

• In addition, while the application states that fencing will be assembled when 
required, Ministry staff note that the subject area is within a Livestock District and 
the Regional District may want to confirm with the applicant if they want to fence 
out livestock from their property. 

 
• As stated in the application package, the project’s estimated timeframe for 

completion is 10 years. Based on the provided information, the subject operation 
may contribute to agriculture production on the parcel in a limited manner 
following completion of the proposal. Further, while the application states that the 
previous ALC site notes little agricultural potential due to no or little topsoil, 
Ministry staff highlight the fact that not all agriculture is soil-based. 
 

• It is also worth noting that regional sources of gravel are important for most farm 
operations. Farm operations may utilize gravel in many aspects of their operations, 
reducing mud, improving ease of machinery movement, and improving access 
points for livestock, particularly at watering sites or high traffic areas. Hauling 
gravel long distances adds cost to delivery. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns about our comments, please do not hesitate to 
contact Ministry staff. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gregory Bartle, Land Use Planner  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Phone: (778) 974-3836 
Email: Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca  

Nicole Pressey, Regional Agrologist – 
Cariboo and Central Coast 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Ph: 236- 
Email: Nicole.Pressey@gov.bc.ca 

 

 
Email copy: Agricultural Land Commission, ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca   

https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/assets/alc/assets/legislation-and-regulation/policies/alc_-_policy_p-13_reclamation_plans_for_aggregate_extraction.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96487_01
mailto:Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Nicole.Pressey@gov.bc.ca
mailto:ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca
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