
Planning Application Information Sheet 

Application Type: Agricultural Land Reserve 
File Number: 3015-20/E20240040 
ALR Application Type: Soil or Fill Use 20.3(5) 
Electoral Area: E 
Date of Referral: September 13, 2024 
Date of Application: September 03, 2024 

Property Owner’s Name(s): William Stafford 
James Stafford 
Ross Stafford 
 

Applicant’s Name: 
 

William Stafford 

SECTION 1: Property Summary 

Legal Description(s): District Lot 11, Group 4, Cariboo District and District Lot 12053, Cariboo District 

Property Size(s): 144.45 ha. (356.95 ac.) 

Area of Application: 5.84 ha. (14.43 ac.) 

Location: 1330 Hwy 20 

Current Designation: Min. Lot Size Permitted: 
n/a n/a 
 

Current Zoning: Min. Lot Size Permitted: 
Resource/ Agricultural (R/A) 32 ha. (79.07 ac.) 
 
 

Proposal: Gravel extraction to supplement income for ranching. There have been two previous 
application made for the same purpose. 3015-20/E20200047 was forwarded to the ALC for a decision 
however the application was not approved by the ALC (resolution #7/2022). The second application 
3015-20/E20220070 was rejected by the CRD Board. 
 

Existing Buildings: none 



Proposed Buildings: none. 

Road Name:  unnamed gravel 
Road Type: Gravel/Dirt Road 
Within the influence of a Controlled Access Highway: Highway 20 
Services Available: none 

Within the confines of the Agricultural Land Reserve: Yes - fully within 

Required to comply with the Shoreland Management Policy:  N/A 
Name of Lake/Contributing River: unnamed creek 
Lake Classification: High 

Within Development Permit Area: No 

Adjoining Properties: (Source: B.C.A.A.) 
 

Land Use: Lot Sizes: 

(a) North Beef 53.42 ha. (132 ac.) 

(b) South Beef (Vacant),
Beef (Vacant) 

64.75 ha. (160 ac.) 
60.70 ha. (150 ac.) 

(c) East vacant crown land n/a 

(d) West Beef (Vacant),
Chimney Creek I.R. 

60.7 ha. (150 ac.), 
24.3 ha (60.1 ac.) 

Agricultural Capability Classification:  
Canada Land Inventory: Class 1 = Best, Class 7 = Worst 

% of parcel Unimproved rating Improved rating 
80% 

20% 

60% Class 5- Adverse Climate / 
Topography 
40% Class 6- Topography 

80% Class 7- Erosion 
20% Class 5- Moisture Limitation/ 
Topography 

60% Class 4- Topography 
40% Class 6- Topography 

No Improved Class 



The agricultural capability classifications of the property are Class 5, Class 6 and Class 7. The limiting 
factors are noted as adverse climate, erosion, topography and moisture limitation. 

Class 5 lands can be cultivated, and some may be used for cultivated field crops provided unusually 
intensive management is employed and/or the crop is particularly adapted to the conditions peculiar 
to these lands. Cultivated field crops may be grown on some Class 5 land where adverse climate is the 
main limitation, but crop failure can be expected under average conditions. 

Land in Class 6 provides sustained natural grazing for domestic livestock and is not arable in its present 
condition. Land is placed in this class because of severe climate, or the terrain is unsuitable for 
cultivation or use of farm machinery, or the soils do not respond to intensive improvement practises. 
Some unimproved Class 6 lands can be improved by draining and/or diking. 

All classified areas not included in Classes 1 to 6 inclusive are placed in this class. Class 7 land may have 
limitations equivalent to Class 6 land but they do not provide natural sustained grazing by domestic 
livestock due to climate and resulting unsuitable natural vegetation. Also included are rockland, other 
nonsoil areas, and small water-bodies not shown on maps. Some unimproved Class 7 land can be 
improved by draining or diking. 

The improved ratings for the property are Class 4 and Class 6. Land in Class 4 has limitations which 
make it suitable for only a few crops, or the yield for a wide range of crops is low, or the risk of crop 
failure is high, or soil conditions are such that special development and management practises are 
required. The limitations may seriously affect one or more of the following practises: timing and ease 
of tillage, planting and harvesting, and methods of soil conservation. 

***note: the information above is an interpretation of the British Columbia Soil Information Finder 
Tool – B.C. Agricultural Capability Map.  An on-site visit of the property has not been conducted.*** 

PLANNING COMMENTS 

Background: 

The CRD has received an Agricultural Land Commission application for soil and fill use to expand gravel 
extraction activities on the subject property. The subject properties are 144.45 ha. (356.95 ac.) with 
the proposed extraction to take place within 5.84 ha. (14.43 ac.). The property is zoned Resource/ 
Agricultural (Resource/ Agricultural) in the central Cariboo Area Rural Land Use Bylaw 3503, 1999, 
which permit extraction of raw materials.  

The new proposed extraction zone can be seen in Appendix C. The intent stated by the applicant is to 
extract gravel to supplement the income for the ranch operation. The proposed extraction volume of 
extracted material is 9,999 cubic meters each year for 5 years for a total of 49,995 cubic meters.  



The CRD Board previously considered this proposal twice. The CRD Board resolved to forward application 
#3015-20/E20200047 to the ALC with no recommendation of support or rejection. Williams Lake First 
Nation (WLFN) submitted a letter of concern relating to archaeological sites in the area of this 
application.  

The application was then rejected by the ALC (Resolution #7/2022) because the required Reclamation 
Plan for aggregate extraction submitted earlier in 2021 did not meet the criteria outlined in Policy P-13. 
A letter was also received from WLFN relating to Application #3015-20/E20220070.  

The application was deferred by the CRD Board for up to 60 days to give the applicant time to discuss 
the application with WLFN. The application was again considered by the CRD board on February 24, 3023 
and after consideration application #3015-20/E20220070 was rejected. 

Location and Surrounding: 

Located at 1330 Highway 20, the subject property is completely within the Agricultural Land Reserve and 
is adjacent to Chimney Creek 5 IR with Fraser River to the west of the property as shown in Appendix C. 
There are mostly agricultural farmlands surrounding the subject property with unsurveyed crown lands 
to the north and east of the property, across the highway. 

CRD Regulations and Policies: 

Central Cariboo Area Rural Land Use Bylaw No. 3503, 1999 

8.14    RESOURCE/AGRICULTURAL (R/A) ZONE  

8.14.1 USES PERMITTED 

(b) NON-RESIDENTIAL USES:

xx) extraction of raw materials from the land, including crushing and screening 
        activities, but excluding any further processing activities. 

Rationale for Recommendations: 

The proposal of gravel extraction on the subject property complies with the Central Cariboo RLUB by 
being a permitted land use in the existing R/A zone. The gravel extraction is to take place within the 
existing gravel pit thereby minimizing impact to agriculturally capable land. The applicant states that 
the income from gravel extraction will help to offset cost for the existing agricultural use of the 
property.  

Staff have been made aware that the applicant and WLFN are in discussion about an agreement in 
relation to this application, however at this time no formal agreement has been reached. 



The Electoral Area ‘E’ Advisory Planning Commission (APC) has reviewed the application and is in support 
of the application. They stated that any First Nations claims should be completed and any extension to 
the proposed would need to be reviewed. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food provided comments stating the application is similar to previous 
application and that the previous comments made by the ministry still apply. The comments state that 
the applicant has provided plans for weed control and reclamation.  

Recommendation: 

That the Provincial Agricultural Land Commission application for Soil and Fill Use pertaining to District 
Lot 11, Group 4, Cariboo District and District Lot 12053, Cariboo District be authorized for submission 
to the Provincial Agricultural Land Commission with a recommendation for approval. 

REFERRAL COMMENTS 

Advisory Planning Commission:  October 22, 2024  
See attached 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food:  October 3, 2024    
Thanks for the opportunity to provide comment on this referral.  
Nicole and I worked on this together and I’ve attached the Ministry’s response, along with two attachments of 
previous Ministry letters - See attached 

ATTACHMENTS 

Appendix A: Application 
Appendix B: General Map 
Appendix C: Specific Map 
Appendix D: Orthographic Map 
Other: Applicants Supporting Documents 

Advisory Planning Comments 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Comments 







     

     

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

      

      

  

   

      

 

     

 

 

  

  

      

       

    

   

   

   

   

 

  

   

   

   

   

      

         

     

  

    

  

  

 

 

   

   



 

 

  

  

      

   

       

   

  

     

  

  

   

 

  

     

     

     

      

 

   

               

              

         

       

       

    

   

     

     

       

       

   









    

     

    

       

  

  

    

  

    

       

 



       
       

 

      

      

    

      

    

     

        

          

       

      

         

         

     

     

       

       

       

       

    

      

         

      

     

       

      

       

     

      

   



        
       

    

       

          

        

          

             

        

         

      

      

       

             

           

              

   



        

       

  

   

                  

    

              

               
 

                  

  

                      

                   

          

                    

                    

          

             

     

     

       

                     

 

             

                

        

   

              

                  

  

     

                

   

   

           

    



         

       

    

      

                   

                

                  

                 

           

   

                

                 

           

  

               

              

            

                   

                 

                 

                  

                

   



          

       

    

       

        
    

  

   

         

        

    

            

               

     

     

       

              

     

     
                

             

   

   



        
       

                    

                  

            

        

                   

     

   

              

              

                

                 

                 

             

                  

 

   



         
       

   

               

                  

                   

                

               

           

              

                    

                   

              

 

                  

     

                    

              

                

                 

           

  

                 

      

     

      

                 

     

                

          

                 

                

 

                   

            

         

                 

                

   



        
       

                    

 

                

                     

               

   

                

                 

        

  

                  

          

          

        

     

             

          

          

            

          

      

  

  

  

          

           

               

                

                 

                   

              

             

                  

          

        

            

                  

       

   



         
       

    

                 

                     

         

   

       

                   

                

        

               

                    

   

     

            

                 

                 

                   

             

   

                  

                  

                     

              

                  

     

              

              

   

         

    

                  

       

                 

              

                

       

   



         

       

         

                  

  

              

        

               

               

                 

   

              

              

 

                  

       

                  

                

              

  

            

               

             

                

    

             

                

                

       

     

               

         

        

            

    

              

 

            

   



           

       

               

 

      

                

         

                  

    

        

                

                     

      

      

   

              

             

               

   

  

       

         

         

                  

   

          

                

 

              

         

   

                

              

              

   



        

       

              

              

                   

              

               

    

                  

                

             

    

               

   

   

              

                   

      

     

               

               

                

          

                

                

    

     

               

               

                

          

   

              

             

   





        

       

  

           

        

            

          

             

       

              

              

  

 

             

   



         

       

          

 



     

  
  

 



     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  



    

 

  

 

  

  

  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

  

 
 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

  



  

 

 

 

 

   
    

    
    

     

   

   



        

       

           

 

 





 
 



    
    

       

            

    
 

  

  

   

     
        

 

   

         

 

  

            

     

            

 

   

   

 



   

          

       

        

       

        

        

        

        

  

 
     

   

        

       

       

        

        

      

       

    

   

  

  



   

  

            

   

   

   

   

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

            

          

            

              

             

             

           

             

   

             

              

             

                 

              

                

               

              

              

  

              

           

              

            

             

           

 

      



       

             

             

              

             

   



   

 

               

  

 

                

                 

               

       



    

 

   

   

                

     

                   

               

                  

              

             

                

              

             

                

            

                  

       

             

                

              

               

                   

                

                  

      

 

     

 

 
 
 



  

 

   

  
            

    
          

       
                  

          

        











 

 

 
 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Fisheries 

 

 
Innovation and Adaptation Services 
Branch 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9120, Stn Prov Gov 
Victoria, BC  V8W 9B4 
 

 
 
 
Web Address:  http://www.al.gov.bc.ca 

 

January 26, 2021 

 

File: 3015-20/E20200047 

 

Genny Hilliard 

Development Services Clerk V 

Cariboo Regional District 

 

VIA EMAIL: Ghilliard@cariboord.ca  

 

Re: ALC Soil or Fill referral – 1330 Highway 20 (Stafford) 

 

Dear Genny: 

 

Thank you for providing the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries with the 

opportunity to comment on the proposed Agricultural Land Commission application for soil or 

fill use to extract gravel from the property for supplementary income. Ministry staff have 

reviewed the provided information and offer the following comments: 

 

• Ministry staff note that the provided aerial imagery shows there is existing soil disturbance 

from the proposed area for gravel extraction. Removal of soil from land in the ALR without 

authorization in almost all circumstances may make the applicant subject to penalty or order 

to remediate the land. 

• Ministry staff are uncertain on the proposed volume of material to be removed. While the 

provided application identifies this amount as 10,000m3, the total removal area is identified 

as 4 hectares (40,000m2) and the maximum depth of material is given as 6.0m. Based on this 

and the provided site plan and cross sections, this removal volume could conceivably be 

much more. The Regional District may wish to confirm this amount. 

• Weeds can greatly reduce the productivity of agricultural areas and Quarries and gravel pits 

are continually disturbed sites, perfect for the establishment of invasive plants. Seeds from 

the invasive plants can contaminate the soil removed from the pit and be transferred to 

another site.  

• The BC Invasive Alien Plan Program (IAPP) has known Diffuse and Spotted Knapweed sites 

in close proximity to this proposed gravel extraction area. Ministry staff emphasize the 

importance that if approved, the site be re-sloped and re-seeded with appropriate plant 

species until plant establishment occurs so as to prevent the spread and/or introduction of 

invasive species on the disturbed site. The Cariboo Chilcotin Coast Invasive Species 

Committee (CCCIPC), the Invasive Species Council of BC (ISCBC), or the BC FLNR IAPP 

(IAPP) program can be contacted for a recommended seed mix. 

…/2 

mailto:Ghilliard@cariboord.ca
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• A comprehensive weed prevention and control plan with a special emphasis on ensuring 

equipment is clean prior to being brought on site can help make a difference. Under the B.C. 

Weed Control Act the land occupier has a legal obligation to control noxious weeds on the 

site. Control of both plants and seeds is required as the seeds from invasive plants can lay 

dormant and viable in the soil for many years and can be a serious long-term problem. Learn 

about best practices to reduce the spread of invasive plants from gravel pits: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCUEi0rsSeM&feature=youtu.be 

• Nevertheless, for new excavations Ministry staff highlight the importance as a best practice 

in removing the topsoil to be put aside for future rehabilitation of the site.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns about our comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gregory Bartle Land Use Planner  

B.C. Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Fisheries 

Phone: 778 974-3836 

Email: Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca  

 

Nicole Pressey, P.Ag., Regional Agrologist 

B.C. Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Fisheries – Cariboo Central Coast 

Office: 236 713-2223 

Email: Nicole.Pressey@gov.bc.ca  

  

Email copy: Agricultural Land Commission Land Use Planner (Interior), 

ALC.Interior@gov.bc.ca   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCUEi0rsSeM&feature=youtu.be
mailto:Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Nicole.Pressey@gov.bc.ca
mailto:ALC.Interior@gov.bc.ca


 

 

 
 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food 

 

 
Extension and Support Services 
Branch 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9120, Stn Prov Gov 
Victoria, BC V8W 9B4 
 

 
http://www.gov.bc.ca/agri  

 

December 15, 2022 
 
Local Government File: 3015-20/E20220070 
ALC ID: 66768 
 
Genny Hilliard 
Development Services Clerk V 
Cariboo Regional District 
 
VIA EMAIL: planning@cariboord.ca   
 
 
Re: ALC Soil or Fill Use 20.3(5) referral – 1330 Highway 20 (Stafford) – 2022 
 
Dear Genny Hilliard: 
 
Thank you for providing the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food (Ministry) with the 
opportunity to comment on the proposed Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) application 
for soil or fill use to extract gravel from the property for supplementary income. Ministry 
staff have reviewed the provided information and offer the following comments: 
 

• In a letter dated January 26, 2021, Ministry staff provided feedback to the previous 
ALC application ID #61723 (which was refused permission) from the applicant 
regarding gravel extraction.  In this previous letter, Ministry staff noted the 
importance of weed control at gravel pits. 

• In this current proposal, Ministry staff note that it appears the information, as 
described in its May 2022 Reclamation Plan, contains some direction on weed 
control, with an option to provide an extensive Noxious and Prohibited Noxious 
Weed Management Plan. The Regional District may wish to recommend requiring 
this additional Plan, if forwarded to the ALC. 

• Ministry staff also note that Section 6.3 Revegetation of the May 2022 Reclamation 
Plan, mentions nutrient management planning. Information regarding current 
nutrient management requirements of the Code of Practice for Agricultural 
Environmental Management (AEM Code) can be found here: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/industrial-
waste/agriculture 

 

http://www.gov.bc.ca/agri
mailto:planning@cariboord.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/industrial-waste/agriculture
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/industrial-waste/agriculture
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If you have any questions or concerns about our comments, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gregory Bartle Land Use Planner  
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
Phone: 778 974-3836 
Email: Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca  

 
Nicole Pressey, P.Ag., Regional Agrologist 
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food – 
Cariboo Central Coast 
Office: 236 713-2223 
Email: Nicole.Pressey@gov.bc.ca  

 
Email copy: Agricultural Land Commission, ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca   

mailto:Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Nicole.Pressey@gov.bc.ca
mailto:ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca


 

 

 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
 

Science, Policy and Inspection Division 
Corporate Policy and Priorities Branch 

5th Floor - 545 Superior Street 
Victoria, BC  V8V 1T7 
 

  PO Box 9120 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC V8W 9B4 

 

October 3, 2024 
 
Local Government File: 3015-20/E20240040 
ALC ID: 101536 
 
Leasa Williamson  
Development Services Clerk  
Cariboo Regional District 
 
VIA EMAIL: planning@cariboord.ca   
 
Re: ALC Soil or Fill Use 20.3(5) referral – 1330 Highway 20 (Stafford) – 2024  
 
Dear Leasa Williamson: 
 
Thank you for providing the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food (Ministry) with the 
opportunity to comment on the proposed Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) application for 
soil or fill use to extract gravel from the property for supplementary income. Ministry staff 
have reviewed the provided information and offer the following comments: 
 

• It appears that the proposed subject application does not have any significant variation 
from the 2022 application of the same project on the same parcel. Because of this, 
please find attached previous letters dated December 15, 2022, and January 26, 2021, 
from the Ministry. Ministry staff note that these previous comments remain applicable, 
so far as they are relevant to this proposal. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns about our comments, please do not hesitate to contact 
us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gregory Bartle Land Use Planner  
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
Phone: 778 974-3836 
Email: Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca  

 
Nicole Pressey, PAg, Regional Agrologist 
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food – 
Cariboo Central Coast 
Office: 236 713-2223 
Email: Nicole.Pressey@gov.bc.ca  

 
Attachments: Jan. 26, 2021, BC AFF letter and Dec. 15, 2022, BC AF letter re subject parcel. 
Email copy: Agricultural Land Commission, ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca   

mailto:planning@cariboord.ca
mailto:Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Nicole.Pressey@gov.bc.ca
mailto:ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca
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